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Active Struggle). This was the year of the annexation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina by the Dual Monarchy, an international crisis
being the immediate result, with Russia, France and England
aligned against the Central Powers. In 1909 Pilsudski, asked what
was to be done if war broke out among these Empires, replied that
he and his followers must fight against Russia.
In 1910 the Union for Active Struggle became the Zwiaxek
Strzelecki (Union of Riflemen's Clubs), and unlike the other was
a legally constituted body. In opposition to these riflemen., Demo-
crat Poles organized the Druzyny Strzeleckie (Riflemen's Clubs),
but this association agreed with Pilsudski on fighting for Austria
if she went to war with Russia. Some suspicion in Austrian
military circles of Pilsudski's good faith was laid to rest when lie
took part with his riflemen in a review of troops in "Vienna; he
was permitted to drill his men without interference.
Pilsudski was anything but genuinely Austrophil, as so many
Austrian Poles were. Their leader, Jaworski, basing himself on
the truth that Austria alone of the partitioning Powers did not
oppress the Poles, believed and taught that it was through her
that the Poles would realize their national aspirations. His policy,
as compared with that of Dmowski, appeared the better founded—
Russia was still the oppressor of the Poles, whereas Austria had
long ceased to be so.
In 1912 the Liberation movement under Pilsudski made a further
advance by the constitution of another organization, the Komisja
Tymczasowa Skonfederowanych Stronnictw Niepodleghstiowych
(The Provisional Commission of the Confederated Indepeiidentist
Parties), which grouped together the partisans of Pilsudski in
Austrian Poland and the secret organizations of the Socialists and
others in Russian Poland. The movement took on the name of
Independentist. It grew so rapidly, especially in Galicia, that the
National Democrats to counteract its appeal created rival organi-
zations. In December 1912, the Independentists issued a state-
ment of policy which was addressed to the Poles of the three

